REFORM IN THE PRESS
these impertinences tend to disturb the harmo-
nious working of the political machine, they
should be suppressed. This is now to be done,
though not out of regard for the susceptibilities
of sensitive individuals, since politicians are
everywhere public property and must take the
rough with the smooth. The object is rather to
keep the peace in a community which cannot
for some years afford the luxury of either civil
war or hostilities with its neighbours. There is
no shame in this enforced period of peace.
Turkey has achieved a wonderful revolution,
and, once she has strengthened her defences
under the new regime, those who contemplate
meddling with her affairs will be wise to think
twice before giving rein to their restless ambi-
tions.
Meanwhile, the rulers of Turkey have learnt
that war can be declared in the newspapers^ and
that sometimes indeed to talk of war is to drift
into it. They are determined to arrest this
mischief of gnp, and who shall blame them ?
It would take up too much space to give the
full text of the Press Law of July 31, 1909, but
an outline of its chief articles may be of interest
and wrill show that it is common sense, moderate,
and adapted to the political and religious needs
of the country. It contains thirty-seven articles,
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